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Future Dimming for Puerto Rico
Telescope

By BEN FOX
The Associated Press
Wednesday, December 6, 2006; 3:21 AM

ARECIBO, Puerto Rico -- At the world's largest @di
telescope, astronomers searching for asteroids on a
collision course with Earth are bracing for a maa@ldly
threat: The steepest budget cuts and first layififse the
observatory opened in 1963.

Managers are warning staff and outside astronotoers

prepare for a leaner future, with fewer researdjegts
and less telescope time available as they finisbsdy
repainting job amid a looming cut in U.S. governinen

funding.

"This place will change
dramatically,” Robert L.
Brown, director of the
National Astronomy and
lonosphere Center, which
includes the observatory,
said in a recent interview.
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|Z| Robert L. Brown, director of the

National Astronomy and
lonosphere Center, stands at the
end of a walkway suspended
hundreds of feet above the world's
largest radio telescope, in Arecibo,
Puerto Rico, Nov. 16, 2006.
Astronomers here searching for
asteroids on a collision course with
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iS beSt known as a Settlng Im first layoffs since the observatory opened in

"Contact," a 1997 Jodie
Foster movie based on the
Carl Sagan book about the
search for extraterrestrial
life _ a hunt that still takes
place at the observatory.

Li

It also gained fame in the
1995 James Bond movie
"Goldeneye," in which the
telescope's platform,
suspended like a giant steel
spider 450 feet above the
dish, figured in a climactic
fight scene.

Day-to-day activities at the
observatory, which is

1963. (AP Photo/Brennan Linsley) (Brennan

nsley - AP)
PARTNERSHIP

Resources for anyone
who runs a small

AllBusiness| business or wants to
start one.

* SMBs Thankful, but
‘Let Down' by Stimulus Package

* You Can Build Awesome Business
Credit" Part 4

« Is Your Business Safe?

« Starting a Business
» Small Business on the Net
* Home-Based Businesses

» RESOURCE CENTER

UPDATED FINANCIAL FEATURES
« Economic Calendar
« Earnings Calendar
* Upgrades & Downgrades
* Most Actively Traded
« Stock Chart Builder

Advertisement
iy
“w

b

s

%, e
e Vg

. -

‘Take a free practice

' ¥4 test to find

SPACE 15 LimiTER

' REGISTER TooaY

g9

Advertise ment
A better job is right around the corner.

Find it now with CareerBuilder.com
enter keywords ‘
enter city ‘

ALL

select state

[Find Jobs » |

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS

FDA Hip Implant Warning , Mesothelioma Attorneys , Asbestos
T-Shirts , Valentines Day Gifts , Koozies , Custom T-Shirts

Cool gadgets, hot deals. Visit CircuitCity.com toda vy

Roth or Traditional IRA? Which is right for you?

Earn 3.40% APY at ING DIRECT. No Fees and No Minimu ms.
Earn 3.80%APY* on your savings

Vanguard's Best and Worst Funds to Own Now

Looking for a new job outside Washington DC?

Get tips on monitoring your credit. Learn more.

Ads by Google

10 Tips To Lose Belly Fat

Lose 9 Ibs every 11 Days with these 10 Idiot Rules of Diet & Fat
Loss.

www.FatLoss4ldiots.com

Telescope Manuals -Retrevo
Free download of manuals from the largest collection on the web
www.retrevo.com

2/2/200¢



Future Dimming for Puerto Rico Telescc- washingtonpost.co Page2 of 3

managed by CorneII SAVE & SHARE ARTICLE ~ What's This?
University, are less Digg Google
cinematic. Unlike optical del.icious Yahoo!
telescopes that visually Reddit Facebook

scan the skies, the telescope,
at Arecibo receives and '

processes natural radio

signals emitted by planets, stars and other objects

As the world's largest, it is more sensitive thap ather
radio telescope and can detect more and faintectshin
space. By bouncing radio waves off asteroids sib @harts
their location, speed, course and some other clesistics.

"The whole world loses if funding is lost for Areoi," said
Lance Benner, a research scientist at NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif. He uses t
telescope to track near-earth asteroids. "We'rera v
inexpensive form of insurance for the whole pldnet.

The telescope is so prized that astronomers led out
collective shudder in November when a review panel
recommended the U.S. cut 25 percent of the obsewsat
$10.5 million astronomy budget next year and caarsid
eliminating it entirely at the end of the decadiee panel
suggested that the private sector or overseasutistis
could pay part of Arecibo's costs

"So many of us use the results that come out oéttiat
we are very concerned," said Brother Guy Consolroagn
an astronomer at the Vatican Observatory in Castel
Gandolfo, Italy. "There is nothing that can comesel to
what it can do."

National Science Foundation officials commissiottes
review panel to find ways to pay for new projedta éime
when Congress isn't likely to increase the reselanclyet,
said Wayne Van Citters, director of the agencytasmy
division.

"They concluded that we simply could not keep etreng
that we currently support going at the time thatpuesued
the extremely ambitious future program before Mg\
Citters said.
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