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Those future programs include the U.S. share of an 
international radio telescope under construction in the 
Atacama Desert of Chile. When it opens around 2011, it 
will be the largest observatory ever built. 

The $30 million in proposed cuts from the NSF's overall 
$200 million astronomy budget were spread out over a 
number of programs through the end of the decade to avoid 
"irreparable harm" to the nation's astronomy research, he 
said. The NSF is still reviewing the panel's 
recommendations. 

But Arecibo is already 
scrimping to repaint the 
telescope, a $5 million 
project that officials say 
must be done now to 
prevent the steel from 
corroding in the humid air 
of northwestern Puerto 
Rico. 

The facility, which was 
built by the U.S. Air Force, 
will borrow the money and 
pay it back over the next 
three years by cutting 25 
percent from its astronomy 
budget, Brown said. 

Twenty to 30 positions will 
be lost, including some 
science and support staff, 
as well as about a quarter of 
the approximately 100 
astronomy research projects 
done annually at the center. 
The telescope's annual 
operating time will be 
reduced by 1,000 hours, he 
said. 

The situation will become 
much worse if the NSF 
recommends the U.S. cut 
Arecibo's budget by 
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Robert L. Brown, director of the National 
Astronomy and Ionosphere Center, stands at 
the end of a walkway suspended hundreds of 
feet above the world's largest radio telescope, in 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico, Nov. 16, 2006. 
Astronomers here searching for asteroids on a 
collision course with Earth are bracing for a 
more worldly threat: The steepest budget cuts 
and first layoffs since the observatory opened in 
1963. (AP Photo/Brennan Linsley) (Brennan 
Linsley - AP)  
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another 25 percent. Cornell 
officials planned to lobby 
Congress to maintain the 
funding. 

"With this kind of cutback, it would be difficult to sustain 
any kind of long-term operation," said Mike Nolan, another 
astronomer who tracks near-Earth asteroids. 

The deeper cuts wouldn't force the Arecibo complex to 
close entirely _ at least not immediately. The visitor center, 
which is self-sustaining and draws about 120,000 visitors 
per year, would remain open and the research on the upper 
atmosphere _ the ionosphere _ would remain since its 
funding comes from another source. 

Officials at the observatory, however, say it is unlikely 
they would be able to replace the lost U.S. funding for 
astronomy, the largest portion of Arecibo's budget. The 
most likely outcome would be a gradual phasing-out of 
astronomy work. 

"We're going to hold out as long as we can and try to 
convince people that it would be foolish to do that," Nolan 
said. 

___ 
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http://www.nsf.gov/mps/ast/seniorreview/sr-report.pdf 

 

 

Print This Article E-Mail This Article  

© 2006 The Associated Press 

Ads by Google 

 

 

 
 

del.icio.us  Yahoo!  

Reddit  Facebook  

< Back    1    2

We Won ’t Accept It  
6,000 American students drop out. Every day. Do Something. 
www.EDIn08.com 

Going to Puerto Rico?  
Make Your Trip Memorable by Finding What to See & Do Before You Go. 
www.ExpediaGuides.com 

10 Tips To Lose Belly Fat  
Lose 9 lbs every 11 Days with these 10 Idiot Rules of Diet & Fat Loss. 
www.FatLoss4Idiots.com 

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS 

FDA Hip Implant Warning , Mesothelioma Attorneys , Asbestos   

T-Shirts , Valentines Day Gifts , Koozies , Custom T-Shirts   

Cool gadgets, hot deals. Visit CircuitCity.com toda y  

Roth or Traditional IRA? Which is right for you?   

Earn 3.40% APY at ING DIRECT. No Fees and No Minimu ms.   

Earn 3.80%APY* on your savings   

Vanguard's Best and Worst Funds to Own Now   

Looking for a new job outside Washington DC?   

Get tips on monitoring your credit. Learn more.   

 

 

 

washingtonpost.com : About Us  | Work for Us  | Advertisers  | Site Map  | Search Terms  | Topics Index  | Make us your homepage  | mywashingtonpost.com  | Mobile  | RSS  | Widgets  
The Washington Post: Subscribe  | Subscriber Services  | Advertisers  | Electronic Edition  | Online Photo Store  | The Washington Post Store  | About The Post  | National Weekly   
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites   

NEWS  | POLITICS  | OPINIONS  | LOCAL  | SPORTS  | ARTS & LIVING  | CITY GUIDE  JOBS  | CARS  | REAL ESTATE  | RENTALS  | SHOPPING

© Copyright  1996- 2008 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy  | Rights and Permissions  Help  | Contact Us

 

SEARCH: washingtonpost.com Web Search Archives

Page 2 of 2Future Dimming for Puerto Rico Telescope - washingtonpost.com

2/2/2008http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/12/06/AR2006120600161_2....


